
 

 
 

 
 

 

Online canvassing tips 
 

 

Online fundraising is an easy and effective way to extend your canvass to  
friends and family. Within minutes, you can setup your personal fundraising  
page and send emails to all of your friends and family, asking them to  
support you and a cause you care about. Below are some tips to help you  
reach your fundraising goal! 
 

 
 
 

1. Personalize your Fundraising Page 
Once you login to your Participant Centre, personalize your Fundraising Page by uploading your own photograph 
and updating the text to explain why you support our cause. Instructions are at your Participant Centre. 

 

2. Make a personal donation 
A donation to yourself of any amount will show your passion and commitment for the cause. Keep in mind your 
gift will set a level of comparison for visitors to your page.  

 

3. Email your close friends and family first  
Visitors to your page tend to match the amounts already donated. Send an email to close friends and family and 
those you think may be generous supporters first, before asking others to donate. There are two email templates 
to help get you started. Instructions on how to send emails are at your Participant Centre. 

 

4. Make sure you contact all your potential supporters 
In addition to close friends and family, extend your canvass to any other groups you may have connections with: 
former co-workers, friends who have moved away, clubs you belong to, or committees you are part of.   You can 
import all the contacts from your email address book to your Participant Centre and send them an email. 

 

5. Use Social Media 
Click the social media icons at your Participant Centre to share your canvass with friends and followers on 
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn.  Include a message asking for their support to a cause that is important to you. 
 

6. Update your Fundraising Page and email your supporters again  
Login to your Participant Centre and update your Fundraising Page (click ‘Personal Page’): add a new picture, 
share a canvassing experience, or revise your goal if you are close to reaching it. Then re-send a solicitation 
email as a friendly reminder to your contacts, since many people intend to donate but forget. 
 

7. Thank your supporters  
There is a Thank You email template to get you started.  Another way to thank supporters is a shout-out on 
Facebook or Twitter.  This makes supporters feel special and is another reminder to others to support you.   
Find a full list of your supporters under the ‘Progress’ tab (scroll down to Donation History). 


